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greater than the expected pleasure foregone by
following it. According to the view suggested,
all deliberate volition would still be regarded as
hedonistically determined, though other motives
than pleasure may affect action through having
been inherited from cases of ancestral conduct in
which they tended to personal pleasure. Even
were it shown, however, that altruistic conduct has
been developed out of egoistic, the fact of its devel-
opment would not alter its present characteristic.
If action now is not always moved by pleasure
and pain alone, it becomes a question of merely
historical interest to trace its genesis to conduct
to which, our ancestors were hedonistically im-
pelled. The fact remains that the original sim-
plicity of motive has been broken into, and some-
thing else than personal pleasure admitted to have
sway. But it does not seem to have been made
out that action in the early stages of human life
was completely egoistic, any more than that it is
so now. " From first to last," as Mr Spencer puts
it,1 self-sacrifice seems to have been involved in
the preservation of each successive generation of
individuals. We inherit propensities to action
which have been evolved from an initial stage in
which there was no conscious distinction between
egoism and altruism, though both tendencies were
present and were necessary for the continued exist-

1 Data of Ethics, chap. xii.